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Abstract

This study explores the manifestations of connotative language in Abdulmoula Al-Baghdadi’s
poem “Sailing into the Unknown” through a stylistic and semiotic approach that reveals how
words shift from their direct lexical meanings to symbolic, sonic, and imagistic energies that
deepen the poetic experience and enrich its philosophical and aesthetic dimensions. The study
highlights the role of external and internal rhythm, sound suggestiveness—especially the
repetition of the letter n and long vowels—in creating an atmosphere of sorrow, loss, and
alienation, together with the use of repetition, omission, and the cancellation of syntactic
connectors to intensify the psychological dimension. It also uncovers the evocative power of
key lexical items (such as mirage, gloom, prison, twilight) and symbols (homeland, mirage,
jailer, ruler, doves, crows) in depicting the self’s crisis with homeland, power, and the world,
relying extensively on personification and intersensory imagery to produce layered suggestive
pictures that keep the poem open to multiple readings over time.
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